The Fear of God Part 22

Psalm 25 - The Characters and the Privileges of those who Fear God

“1 Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. 2 O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. 3 Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause. 4 Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths. 5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day. 6 Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old. 7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD. 8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way. 10 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies. 11 For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great. 12 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose. 13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth. 14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant. 15 Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 16 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted. 17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses. 18 Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins. 19 Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred. 20 O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee. 21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee. 22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.” (Psalm 25:1-22 KJV)

From Psalm 25 we will outline the characters of those who fear God and the privileges they receive from Him. We will start with their characters and as the following:
1. Those who fear God they have troubles: Troubles could be due to pain, sicknesses, trials, enemies, sin, longing not fulfilled, loss of hope, or persecution. Due to all these tribulations David cried out to God and said, “1 Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul.” (Psalm 25:1 KJV) God allows hard time in the life of those who fear God so that their faith would be tested and prove genuine. Therefore if today you are passing a hard trial then God is allowing that to test your faith, and you need to stand firm, for God is with you as you determine to stand with God for the truth. 
2. Those who fear God they trust in God: In verse 2 we read, “O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed,” Those who fear God they trust in God and they show their trust by obeying God’s Word and commands, and He will not allow them to be put to shame. Therefore express your trust on God by obeying His Word and commands, and He will not let you be put to shame. 

3. Those who fear God they have enemies: David said to God in verse 2, “let not mine enemies triumph over me.” Those who fear God they have enemies; not one enemy but enemies. When you start to fear God, you will be bold to cut relationships and depart from people who do evil. Such people who contradict your stand, ultimately they will be your enemies. Therefore as you fear God and stand with Him, then expect some people to be your enemies, but God will not allow them to have the victory over you. 

4. Those who fear God they wait upon God: David said to God in verse, 3, “Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed:” No one who hopes in God will ever be put to shame. Those who fear God they are patience and persevering and they are waiting on God because they have the full trust on God, that He will not put them to shame. Therefore as you put your hope and faith on God, then He will give you patience and perseverance to wait upon Him and He will never allow you to be put to shame. 

5. Those who fear God they have the sense of the church: “Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed:”  David said, “let none”, because he knew that there are people other than him they fear God; those are the saints, who formed the church and walk in the ways of God and trust Him; those they will not be put to shame as they trust in God. Therefore as we fear God and trust on Him, then we acknowledge and we know for sure that there are other people who fear God like us and they are part of His church.  
6. Those who fear God they are sure that evil doers will be put to shame: David prayed to God in verse 3 the following: “Let them be ashamed which transgress without cause.”  Those who fear God they are sure that evil doers God will not allow them to prevail; sooner or later He will deal appropriately with them; for shame will come on those who are treacherous without cause. Therefore as you continue to fear God then trust Him that He will deal with your enemies and those who oppose the truth; for they are the enemies of God and had betrayed God and sure He will ultimately put them to shame. 

7. Those who fear God they ask God to show them and teach them the truth: David prayed to God in verse 4: “4 Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths.” (Psalm 25:4 KJV) Those who fear God are teachable and God is easily teaching them. Therefore as you humble yourself in the mighty hand of God and start to fear Him, then He will teach you and guide you in the way that you need to go and the path that you need to take.  

8. Those who fear God they link the truth with the salvation: “5 Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.” (Psalm 25:5 KJV) They are aware that they need to live the truth in order to keep the salvation that Jesus offer to us. Therefore as you live by the truth of God’s Word then you are sure of your salvation and the mansion that God had prepared for you in Heaven.  

9. Those who fear God their life style is to wait on God: David said to God in verse 5, “on thee do I wait all the day.” Those who fear God are not tired as they are waiting on the Lord; their hope is on Him all day long. Therefore as you put your hope and faith on God then you can wait on God until He will accomplish what He had promised you. 

10. Those who fear God they live on the love and the mercies of God: David said to God in verse 6, “6 Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy lovingkindnesses; for they have been ever of old.” (Psalm 25:6 KJV) David here was pleading to God to have mercy on him; as he was asking God to remember how He was merciful on him and loving toward him. David in such was pleading his cause again with God, and was showing faithfulness in acknowledging to God that He was merciful and loving toward David. Therefore as you fear God then you will show faithfulness toward Him as you acknowledge all the mercies and the love that God had shown you and in such you are pleading with God to let that to continue to flow to you in your life.

11. Those who fear God will realize the grievances of their sins and repent of them: David said to God in verse 7, “7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD.” (Psalm 25:7 KJV) Those who fear God they don’t put the blame on God or on other people because they realize the grievances and the bad effects of their sins. That shows their repentance and their turning from their life of sins back to God; that is why they are confident to ask God to forgive them their previous sins that they repented of and trust on God’s mercy and goodness that He will forgive them. Therefore as you start to fear God then you will realize the bad effects of your previous sins; you will repent of them, and will start to ask God forgiveness and to extend His mercy and goodness towards you. 

12. Those who fear God, for them God is not at fault: David said to God in verse 8, “8 Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way.” (Psalm 25:8 KJV) Those who fear God they say, ‘We are at fault.’ In this way they will avail the privileges; that God will teach them His ways. But those people who are self-righteous and not fearing God, they will not acknowledge their faults or sins, and for such God will not teach them and will not instruct them of the way they need to go in their lives. As well as themselves they are non receptive. Therefore, humble down and start to fear God, repent of your sins and acknowledge your faults and all your wrong doings, accept that God is upright and accept from Him to teach you, then you will find that God is leading you and guiding you in the way that you need to go.    

13. Those who fear God are meek: “9 The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way.” (Psalm 25:9 KJV) Meekness is needed to receive the teaching and to receive guidance. The meek as we explained God will guide them to take the right decision at the cross roads of their lives; and so they will be always blessed by getting the right way. Therefore as you humble yourself and start to fear God you will find yourself taking successively the right decisions that you need to take in your life. 

14. Those who fear God they see all the ways of God are mercy and truth to those who keep His covenant: “10 All the paths of the LORD are mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and his testimonies.” (Psalm 25:10 KJV) In all trials and difficult circumstances those who fear God they will see it as God’s mercy; they are sure of that and they will say, “28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28 KJV) and also will say, “9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9 KJV) Those who fear God they are sure even unfavorable circumstances will be worked out for their good because as long as they maintain their covenant with God, they will find Him there for them, helping them and turning all those circumstances and events for their benefits and goodness. Therefore as you fear God and faithfully keep His covenant and what that covenant demands from you, and continue to testify about the goodness of God then you will find God working with you and assisting you, turning even unfavorable circumstances for your own benefits and goodness. 

15. Those who fear God they see their sins are great and plead for God to forgive them for HIS name sake: “11 For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great.” (Psalm 25:11 KJV) To the opposite of them, those who do not fear God they are unaware of the grievances of their sins and they are not careful to ask God forgiveness. Therefore as you fear God and start to ask God forgiveness of your sins, then you will have clear conscience before God and you will have assurance of salvation from Him.     
16. Those who fear God you will recognize them as you are observe them taking right choices in life, taught to them by God: “12 What man is he that feareth the LORD? him shall he teach in the way that he shall choose.” (Psalm 25:12 KJV) In pertain to faith there are two kinds of people; those who fear God and those who do not fear God. Both of them are believers, but those who fear God they obey God spontaneously and they resort to Godly decisions. But those who don’t fear God they take wrong decisions and they correct themselves and obey God only when they are forced to do what is right and just. Therefore, learn to fear God and be willing to humble down and obey God voluntarily and not by force, so you will avoid troubles and hardships in your life. 

Now from the remaining verses of Psalm 25:13-22, we will have comparison between those who fear God and those who do not fear Him in pertain to the privileges they receive from God. Such a comparison will help you to realize the importance of the fear of God and will help you to humble down and lead you into repentance.
“13 His soul shall dwell at ease; and his seed shall inherit the earth.” (Psalm 25:13 KJV) Those who fear God, their souls dwell at peace and prosperity, and their descendants and disciples will be established in the land. But those who do not fear God, their souls dwell in troubles and scarcity, and their descendants and disciples will be cut off from the land. Therefore, repent quickly, I warn you, that life will become very difficult if your do not fear God.  
“14 The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant.” (Psalm 25:14 KJV) Those who fear God, they have God’s secret. He shows them His covenant. They have long term assurance, up to the next generation. While those who do not fear God, they don’t have God’s secret. They are not able to see His covenant and have no assurance about the future. Therefore, repent and start to fear God, otherwise your life will be so confusing and you will not be able to see the future clearly.  
“15 Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net.” (Psalm 25:15 KJV) Those who fear God, their eyes are focus on God; therefore their feet will He free from the snare. But those who do not fear God, their eyes distracted. Their feet keep on stumbling and they don’t see the way clearly to come out from troubles. Therefore, repent and start to fear God, so you can see clearly the way out from your troubles.
“16 Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted.” (Psalm 25:16 KJV) Those who fear God, they receive God’s grace. Even if they are desolate or afflicted they are confident that they are in God’s will. But those who do not fear God, they cannot enjoy God’s grace, and they are not confident that they are in God’s will. Therefore, repent and start to fear God, so you will have the confidence and assurance that you are not alone, but He is with you and guiding you into His will.
“17 The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses.” (Psalm 25:17 KJV) Those who fear God, troubles around them are enlarging but they are relieved and they go out from distresses. But those who do not fear God, they are not relieved from troubles and cannot come out from distresses. Therefore, repent and start to fear God so that you will soon got relieved and come out from distresses.
“18 Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins.” (Psalm 25:18 KJV) Those who fear God, they have the assurance that God is looking upon them, even if the circumstances is not favorable, and they have the assurance of God’s forgiveness. But those who do not fear God, they don’t have the assurance that God is looking upon them, and they don’t have the assurance of God’s forgiveness and salvation. Therefore, repent and be at peace with God and you will receive from Him the assurance of forgiveness and the assurance of salvation.
“19 Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred.” (Psalm 25:19 KJV) Those who fear God, they are not burdened with their numerous enemies even with those who have hatred against them, because they know that God is with them. But those who do not fear God, they are burdened with their numerous enemies, and they are fearful with those who have hatred against them. Therefore, repent and start to fear God and He will set you free from all your fears.
“20 O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee.” (Psalm 25:20 KJV) Those who fear God, they have the assurance that God will rescue them and they will not be put to shame. But those who do not fear God, they don’t have such assurance and are always doubtful if God will deliver them, or if He will not let them to be put to shame. Therefore, repent and start to fear God and you will have the confidence and the assurance that God will not put you to shame. 
“21 Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee.” (Psalm 25:21 KJV) Those who fear God, they have confidence of their integrity and uprightness before God manifested by their willingness to wait upon God. But those who do not fear God, they are not confident of their integrity and uprightness before God because they are always doing their own. They are always fearful and easily intimidated by devil. Therefore, repent, don’t do your own, and start to fear God and your integrity and uprightness will preserve you as God had promised in His Word.    
“22 Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.” (Psalm 25:22 KJV) Those who fear God, they have the sense of the church; that other righteous people are passing through the same suffering and trials as they are. But those who do not fear God, they don’t have such a sense. To the contrary they are thinking that they are the only people who are suffering. Therefore, repent and start to fear God and you will be comforted that God is with you and there are many brethren who are passing the similar trials that you are passing through and they are preserved and delivered out of their troubles by the help of God.  
My dear and beloved: Continue to meditate on the message that you receive today and start to think wisely and see how much the privileges of a better life when you live in the fear of God. Now, is the time for you to discover yourself and who you are? Study the characters of those who fear God and understand yourself; surrender your life to Him, and allow God to develop those characters of those who fear God and reproduce them in your life. 

It is in your hand and in your responsibility to respond to the message; to humble down, to repent of all your sins, to get rid of your pride and to amend your ways and start to truly fear God and His Word, and show real changes in your personality, so that all the characters and privileges that we studied in this message about those who fear God will come true in your life. 

Let us pray … . 

My Prayer: Father God I come before you in the name of Jesus, who died on the cross for my sins and rose from the death to give me eternal life. Lord thank you for your Word that showed me clearly your ways and your will, that I need to fear you and to walk in your ways. Lord thank you for all the rebuke and the correction that I received in this message. 

Come now to God and start to repent and renounce your sins. Renounce your pride and arrogance; your lack of humility. Renounce your grumbling and accusing God and others for your troubles. Repent of doing your own will and plans. Repent of your selfishness, worldliness, the love of money and material things. Repent of telling lies, your anger, your fights with others, your laziness, wasting your times with friends, games, news and the Media. Renounce your immoralities, your wasting of money and other resources. Repent of your corruption, compromises, breaking the rules of government, and manipulations. Repent of your non willingness to serve God and submitting your will fully to Him. 

Lord forgive me. I repent from the following sins ________________________. 

Lord I commit my life to the principles of this message. I commit myself to do what I heard and what was explained well to me. Lord forgives me my iniquities for your name sake and upholds me with your grace and mercy to provide all my needs to continue to serve you and to live in the fear of you. Lord I commit myself to serve you and to live in obedience to your will and your plan for me. I thank you and praise you. This is my prayer in Jesus name, Amen.  

Lord, thank you for my Brothers and Sisters who repented and committed their lives to live in the fear of you and to the principles that we learned today from your Word. Lord thank you for their willingness to serve you. Lord cleanse them from their sins, and help them to reproduce more fruit of the Holy Spirit; love, joy, peace, gentleness, kindness, faith, patience, long-suffering and self-control, that people will see Jesus through their lives. Lord restore them fully to you and use them to serve you and build up your church. Lord protect them and continue to provide for them so they will continue to serve you.    

Lord bless us as your church, and uphold us with your grace, and help us to continue to stand firm to teach your Word and to proclaim your will in full. Lord we commit ourselves to live in the fear of you and to abide with the plans that you have for us. Lord refill us once again with the Holy Spirit and give us the Spiritual gifts that we need to serve you. Lord lead us by the Holy Spirit to evangelize and make new disciples and train new workers to go and plant new Bible studies and congregations for the church. Lord fulfill the vision of the church, ‘Multiplication in peace with implementing the whole will of God.’ Lord bless us, enlarge our territory, let your hand be with us and free us from harm so that we will not feel pain. May the grace of the Lord Jesus and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all in Jesus name, Amen. 
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